




Thought-provoking and richly visual, Nature Morte brings together, 
for the first time, the poignant, provocative re-imaginings of the traditional 
still life by over 180 international contemporary artists.  This visually 
stunning and timely book reveals how leading artists of the 21st century 
are reinvigorating the still life, a genre previously synonymous with the 
sixteenth- and seventeenth-century Old Masters. 

Michael Petry’s careful selection celebrates works by emerging and 
established artists alike, from all over the globe, including John Currin, 
Elmgreen & Dragset, Robert Gober, Renata Hegyi, Damien Hirst, David 
Hockney, Gary Hume, Sarah Lucas, Beatriz Milhazes, Gabriel Orozco, 
Elizabeth Peyton, Marc Quinn, Gerhard Richter, Sam Taylor-Wood and 
Ai Wei Wei. Short and compelling introductions begin each chapter and 
are followed by dramatic, visually led spreads that pair each work with a 
perceptive reading of its significance to the still-life tradition. 

Petry’s engaging, provocative text reveals how contemporary practitioners 
are revisiting the major motifs of the still life and translating them for the 
modern world. Petry explores the timeless themes of life, death and the 
irrevocable passing of time in these new works for our modern world; 
artworks that invite us to pause and reconsider what it means to be human. 

Nature Morte is designed by Barnbrook, a leading London studio at the 
cutting edge of graphic design. The cover is lenticular.

Contents:  
Introduction • Chapter 1: Flora • Chapter 2: Food • Chapter 3: House & 
Home • Chapter 4: Fauna • Chapter 5: Death 

Author 
Michael Petry is an artist, curator, Doctor of Arts and Director of Museum 
of Contemporary Art (MOCA), London. He is the author of Installation Art, 
Installation in the New Millennium and The Art of Not Making, all published by 
Thames & Hudson. 
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238 nature morte · death

above · Sarah Elise Hall · Temporal, 2010 
oil on panel

left · Paul McDevitt · Mountain  
Flowers A, 2005 · biro on paper

opposite · Mathew Weir · A Fool’s Life, 
2010 · oil on canvas mounted on board

Sarah Elise Hall’s Temporal is from a series of paintings 
based on three-dimensional PET (positron emission 
tomography) scans. Hall writes: ‘I use medical imagery 
as my point of departure for a contemporary meditation 
on the nature of mortality. The idea of medical imagery, 
something that images the skeleton while we are still 
alive, seems somehow impossible for our minds to fully 
grasp. The body, presented in a form of stasis, is frozen 
between life and death.’ 

Paul McDevitt’s Mountain Flowers A is an ink 
drawing on paper made using standard disposable pens. 
Its intricate rendering of a skull hidden in flowers is 
graphic yet subtle, evoking a Manga comic strip while 
pairing two common symbols of human mortality: a 
skull and flowers. The cool blue is offset by the hot red, 
which at a glance could be mistaken for flowing blood. 
Both colours are used in Gray’s Anatomy to depict 
oxygenated blood (red) and unoxygenated blood (blue) 
within the human circulatory system.

Mathew Weir paints ceramic figurines into art-
historical settings that also contain elements of 
Dutch still lifes. His paintings offer much beyond that 
traditional imagery, however, and address ‘mental 
illness, slavery, death and racism’. Weir believes that 
‘figurines can be seen as a metaphor for the dead…. 
They are representations of people but they are also 
still, inanimate objects.’
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Order Form Nature Morte: Contemporary artists reinvigorate the Still-Life Tradition  
by Michael Petry is published by Thames & Hudson (RRP £35.00) 

To order your copy at the special price of £26.25 including UK mainland delivery 
(overseas p&p costs available on request), please call our distributor, Littlehampton 
Book Services, on 01903 282503 and quote reference TH221. 

Alternatively, send your completed order form and payment to:

The Mail Order Dept, Littlehampton Book Services 
PO Box 4264, Worthing, West Sussex, BN13 3TG

E mailorders@lbsltd.co.uk

F 01903 828623

Please send me ____ copies of Nature Morte (ISBN 9780500239063) @ £26.25 each

I enclose a cheque made payable to Littlehampton Book Services for: 

Or please charge credit card:           Visa          Mastercard           Amex          Maestro

(Please note we cannot accept Electron, Solo or Diners Cards) 

Card No Start Date Expiry Date

Issue No (Maestro)  3/4 Digit Security Code

Cardholder’s Name

Billing Address

Delivery Address (if different)

Contact telephone number

Contact Email Address

We’d be grateful if you could mention Nature Morte to your social media followers.  
We’ll happily retweet you! We’re @thamesandhudson on Twitter and Instagram,  

and our Facebook address is www.facebook.com/thamesandhudson



Nature Morte 
by Michael Petry 
 

This richly rewarding book reveals how 
leading artists of the twenty-first century are 
reinvigorating the still life, a genre previously 
synonymous with the sixteenth- and 
seventeenth-century Old Masters. The 
audacious still lifes celebrated here challenge 
that historical supremacy and redefine what 
it means to be a work of nature morte, or 
“dead nature.” Whether through painting, 
drawing, sculpture, video, or other forms, contemporary artists have drawn on 
the tradition to create works of conceptual vivacity, beauty, and emotional 
poignancy. 
 
Michael Petry has structured the book according to the classic categories of the 
still-life tradition—Flora, Food, House and Home, Fauna, and Death. Each chapter 
explores how the timeless symbolic resonance of the memento mori—a reminder 
of death, change, and the passing of time—has been rediscovered for a new 
millennium. Among the artists represented are John Currin, Saara Ekström, 
Elmgreen & Dragset, Renata Hegyi, Damien Hirst, David Hockney, Gary Hume, Jeff 
Koons, McDermott & McGough, Beatriz Milhazes, Gabriel Orozco, Marc Quinn, 
Sam Taylor-Wood, and Cy Twombly. 
 
 

 
 

Published by Thames & Hudson 
 

To order your copy at the special discounted price of $45.00 

(not including shipping and handling), please email or call 

Katie Cahill-Volpe at specialsales@wwnorton.com or 866-383-

7094 and mention this flier. 
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